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BY      HENRY     PETERSON. 


Mr.  President, — The  subject  of  Sla- 
very is  one  of  much  importance  to  every 
American.  It  is  not  only  a  question  of 
great  interest  to  the  slaveholding  com- 
munity, but  it  affects  the  prosperity  of 
every  part  of  this  republic.  The  states 
which  compose  the  Federal  Government 
are  so  closely  knit  together  in  the  bonds 
of  Union,  that  the  good  conduct  and  pe- 
culiar institutions  of  one  exerts  much  in- 
fluence upon  the  happiness  of  the  others. 
I  would  compare  them,  in  this  respect, 
to  a  family,  where  the  bad  disposition 
and  temper  of  one  individual  often  de- 
stroys the  comfort  of  the  rest. 

We  are  not  a  confederacy  linked 
loosely  by  the  will  of  state-governments; 
but  a  general  government  established  un- 
der a  Constitution  formed  by  the  collec- 
tive body  of  the  people.  By  that  Con- 
stitution one  portion  of  the  inhabitants  is 
secured  in  the  possession  of  their  in- 
alienable rights  of  Life  and  Liberty, 
while  another  portion  is  debarred  from 
the  enjoyment  of  these  natural  rights, 
which  are  transferred  as  privileges  to  a 
favored  few. 

In  contrasting  this  unequal  protection 
of  rights  under  the  Constitution,  with 
one  of  the  sentiments  so  much  admired 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  (that 
♦'title  deed  of  our  liberties,"  as  it  has 
been  called,)  that  "  governments  are 
established  among  men  deriving  their 
just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  go- 
verned ;"  it  must  be  concluded,  that  the 
portion  of  the  community  above  alluded 
to,  have  either  acquiesced  in  this  trans- 
fer of  right,  consenting  to  be  held  as 
beasts  of  burden ;  or  that  the  American 
people  had  flown  in  the  face  of  their 
avowed  belief,  and  being  no  longer  in 


fear  for  their  own  liberty,  saw  the  most 
perfect  justice  in  acting  the  tyrant  to- 
wards others.  I  suppose  that  the  best 
mode,  however,  to  explain  away  any 
appearance  of  inconsistency  between  our 
profession  and  our  practice,  would  be  to 
say — That  the  "  self-evident  truths" 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
were  intended  to  apply  in  general,  and 
the  Constitution  in  particular  cases.  And 
perhaps,  after  all,  it  is  not  so  much  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  we  remember  that 
through  this  same  very  pardonable  con- 
fusion of  terms,  a  certain  class  of  our 
citizens  have  long  been  persecuted,  only 
to  prevail  upon  them  to  leave  the  coun- 
try of  their  own  free  will  and  accord. 

It  has  been  said  by  some,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  be  the  settled  belief  of  others, 
that  however  hurtful  the  continuance  of 
slavery  may  be  to  the  south,  it  has  not 
the  least  bearing  upon  the  interests  of 
the  northern  and  middle  states.  This 
conviction  has  led  many  to  shun  all  in- 
quiry into  the  subject.  They  say.  It 
will  be  the  same  to  us,  whether  slavery  is 
or  is  not  abolished  ;  we  will  leave  slave- 
holders to  settle  their  own  affairs,  and 
"  as  they  sow,  so  must  they  reap."  But 
I  say  to  these,  to  these  who  require 
something  more  than  those  bubbles  Phi- 
lanthropy and  Justice  to  make  them  ar- 
dent in  such  a  cause,  that  slavery  does 
now,  and  will  more  and  more  affect 
them,  even  in  their  individual  interests 
and  privileges. 

The  non-slaveholding  states  are  de- 
prived of  their  just  weight  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation  as  regards  the  ratio  of 
representation  in  Congress.  There  is 
also  an  accession  of  political  power  con- 
ferred  in  the   choice  of  President  and 
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Vice  President  in  proportion  to  tlie  num- 
ber of  slaves  held  in  any  state  :  tlius  en- 
couraging, by  a  direct  bounty,  the  slave- 
holding  interest.  The  same  power  which 
decides  that  slaves  may  be  considered 
"goods  and  chattels  personal,"  confers 
upon  the  owners  of  ihis  peculiar  species 
of  property,  (on  account,  I  suppose,  of 
their  devotion  to  the  cause  •'  for  which 
our  fathers  fought  and  bled,")  an  extra 
representation  in  Congress,  an  extra  de- 
legation in  the  Electoral  college.  This 
is  a  direct  infringement  of  the  system  of 
equal  representation ;  which,  although 
granted,  or  rather  submitted  to,  by  the 
North  at  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Union,  is  nevertheless  highly  aristocra- 
tic and  odious  in  its  nature. 

Is  it  nothing  to  us,  that  when  the 
bloodhounds  of  the  master  are  upon  the 
track  of  the  fugitive,  that  we  should  be 
compelled  to  violate  every  dictate  of  ho- 
nour, every  principle  of  humanity,  every 
precept  of  religion  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  us, 
thai  we  are  directly  responsible  for  the 
slavery  of  every  runaway  whom  we  may 
deliver  up  to  his  legal  master?  The 
ruthless  pirate  who  crosses  the  main  for 
the  purpose  of  stealing  his  fellow  man, 
may  find  ample  palliation  in  our  conduct 
for  his  own  guilt.  The  barbarian  would 
expect  to  see  him  blasted  by  the  just  ven- 
geance of  an  omnipotent  God,  who  after 
the  stranger  had  supped  with  him  and 
abode  in  his  dwelling,  should  deliver 
him  up  to  a  just  punishment ;  but  ive 
will  deliver  up  the  stranger  even  to  his 
bitterest  enemy,  to  experience  his  jus- 
lice  and  his  condemnation.  When  a 
band  of  gallant  Poles  announced  their 
determination  to  leave  all  the  fond  abodes 
of  their  childhood,  rather  than  dwell  un- 
der the  dominion  of  a  tyrant,  free  Eu- 
rope rung  with  applause,  and  America 
echoed  back  the  sound.  Yet  tliey  left 
their  birthplace,  not  because  they  would 
not  be  slaves,  but  because  they  would 
not  be  subjects.  But  when  he,  whose 
bosom  burning  with  the  same  noble  fire 
which  Heaven  has  placed  in  the  heart  of 
every  man,  escaping  from  his  master, 
conceals  himself  from  the  light  of  the 
glorious  sun,  and  travels  on  in  darkness, 
with  the  north  star  for  his  guide  ;  after 
having  braved  eveiy  difficulty,  and  sur- 
mounted every  obstacle  ;  when  it  seems 


that  a  good  Providence  has  smiled  upon 
his  dearest  hopes  ;  when,  perhaps,  set- 
tled with  a  family  growing  up  around 
him,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  which  the 
"  eternal  spirit  of  the  chainless  mind" 
had  so  long  and  ardently  desired;  then,  in 
the  midst  of  his  peace,  appears  that  dread 
myrmidon,  who,  if  human  punishment 
could  alone  for  human  guilt,  deserves 
that  like  the  fate  of  the  Roman  of  old, 
the  molten  gold  for  which  he  has  pe- 
rilled his  future  destiny,  should  be  pour- 
ed down  that  throat  which  so  often  has 
spoken  the  tones  of  mockery  and  scorn 
to  human  peace  ;  which  so  often  have 
withered  in  the  bud  the  growing  blos- 
soms of  the  tree  of  life.  Yet  this  is  sanc- 
tioned by  our  laws.  If  this  be  nothing 
to  us,  an  eternity  of  guilt  would  pass 
unnoticed. 

There  is  also  a  very  supposable  case 
in  which  the  bad  eflects  of  southern  sla- 
very would  operate  as  a  great  drawback 
upon  northern  interests.  In  the  event  of 
a  general  insurrection  among  ihe  slaves, 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  the 
"  peculiar  institutions"  of  the  south 
would  be  as  loudly  demanded,  as  it  is 
now  justly  deprecated  and  condemned. 
Though  the  blacks,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, may  be  despised,  with  a 
competent  leader,  they  would  make 
themselves  dreaded.  They  might  be 
conquered,  but  it  would  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  great  sacrifice  of  human  life; 
and  even  then,  disheartened  as  they 
might  be,  they  could  not  be  again  re- 
duced to  quiet  servitude.  The  old  order 
of  things  could  never  be  restored.  I  am 
no  apologist  for  insurrection.  There  is 
not  an  individual  in  this  assembly  who 
more  fervently  hopes  that  it  may  never 
be.  Sooner  than  slavery  should  by  this 
means  be  abolished,  I  would  perpetuate 
it  through  all  future  lime.  Yes  :  much 
as  I  dislike  slavery — much  as  I  feel  my 
country's  indignity  and  shame — I  would 
even  see  it  perpetuated  and  branded 
upon  the  fair  forehead  of  eternal  nature, 
than  that  the  fields  of  the  south  should 
be  farther  sullied  with  the  blood  of  the 
spoiler  and  his  helpless  victim. 

But,  though  I  hold  these  views,  am  I 
to  be  blamed  for  proclaiming  not  only  the 
possibility,  but  the  nearly  absolute  cer- 
tainty, that  if  other   means  fail,  slavery 
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will  finally  end  in  insurrection  and  mur- 
der. None  but  a  fool  would  shut  his 
eyes  because  danger  was  around  him 
and  in  his  path.  The  solitary  watch  in 
the  tempest,  who  would  allow  the  sleep- 
ing crew  to  be  dashed  unconscious  on 
the  rocks,  is  a  fit  emblem  of  that  false 
spirit  which  is  now  lulling  this  country 
to  repose  and  inaction,  that  it  may 
awake  amid  the  groans  of  tlie  dying,  the 
insensibility  of  the  dead.  If  such  a  dire 
catastrophe  was  to  take  place,  would  it 
have  no  effect  upon  our  peace  and  hap- 
piness ?  It  is  not  in  the  heart  of  man 
to  conceive  the  result  and  issue  of  such 
a  contest.  In  our  war  for  independence 
we  declared,  "  that  Heaven  never  gave 
the  victory  against  a  virtuous  people 
determined  to  be  free  ;"  and  disguise  it 
as  we  may  from  each  other,  the  convic- 
tion must  be  established  in  every  mind, 
that  they  would  be  contending  for  their 
unalienable  rights. 

'I'hen  is  it  nothing  to  us,  that  in  such 
a  case,  the  men  and  money  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  states  would  be  called  for ; 
and  by  our  solemn  compact  of  mutual 
assistance  have  to  be  given  ; — not  in  a 
just  cause,  (that  might  be  some  pallia- 
tion,) but  for  the  accomplishment  of  an 
unjust  and  unholy  end. 

Does  not  this,  in  some  degree  at  least, 
warrant  us  in  using  our  privilege  as 
members  of  the  same  great  family  ;  to 
humbly  advise  our  brethren  of  the  south  ; 
to  conjure  them  by  the  sacred  name  of 
justice,  in  the  simple  though  bold  lan- 
guage of  truth  and  friendship — that  we 
may  be  spared  that  dread  alternative,  of 
either  violating  our  principles,  or  break- 
ing that  compact  of  assistance  pledged 
to  them  in  the  Constitution  ?  Should  not 
this  be  some  excuse  for  our  agitation  of 
this  tender  subject  ?  If  we  even  have  no 
right  to  interfere,  should  it  be  begrudged 
us  as  a  privilege,  that  believing  these 
things  to  be  true,  we  should  call  upon 
them  and  the  whole  community  to 
awake  ere  they  sleep  with  the  slumber 
of  the  grave  ?  Therefore  it  is  both  a  mis- 
taken and  absurd  idea,  that  we  are  not 
interested  in  this  peculiar  institution  of 
the  south.  1  trust  that  I  have  shown 
that  we  are  deeply  interested  ;  that  we 
are  not  mere  indifferent  advisers,  who 
busy  ourselves  with  what  does  not  con- 


cern us  ;  but  that  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  the  free  states — in  short,  the 
prosperity,  aye,  the  very  existence  of  this 
Union,  does  in  a  great  measure  depend 
upon  the  abolition  of  southern  slavery. 

There  is  another  aspect,  however,  in 
which  the  influence  of  slavery  upon  our 
happiness,  though  it  is  not  so  clearly  to 
be  perceived,  is  yet  a  very  manifest 
source  of  evil.  I  mean  the  acknowledg- 
ed loose  condition  of  morals  in  the  south. 
The  daily  broils,  the  assassinations ; 
committed  not  only  without  punishment, 
but  where  the  murderer  stalks  abroad  at 
noonday,  without  fear  of  the  law.  I  re- 
gret to  say,  that  this  spirit  is  spreading, 
and  infecting  the  hitherto  quiet  north 
with  the  pestilence  of  the  desperado. 
From  whence  doth  this  proceed  ?  The 
tale  is  soon  told.  Slavery  is  the  mother 
of  idleness.  Idleness,  says  the  old  pro- 
verb, is  the  parent  of  many  vices.  Here, 
then,  we  have  the  genealogy  of  this  im- 
morality. We  trace  it  back  through  two 
generations,  and  slavery  stands  convict- 
ed as  the  author  of  its  being. 

While  I  admit — as  anti-slavery  societies 
ever  have  admitted — that  none  but  slave- 
holders have  the  right  to  interfere  political- 
ly with  slavery  in  the  southern  states,  we 
cannot  forget  that  there  is  one  small  part 
of  our  country  in  which  we  have  the 
righ  jto  interfere  for  its  suppression. 
Though  our  privilege  even  to  feel  an 
interest  in  the  south  should  be  doubt- 
ed, it  is  the  extreme  of  folly  to  deny  the 
power  of  Congress  to  stamp  its  abhor- 
rence of  this  odious  system  by  abolish- 
ing forever  both  slavery  and  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  It 
would  be  a  needless  waste  of  time  to  at- 
tempt to  disprove  the  arguments  urged 
against  the  power  and  authority  of  Con- 
gress in  this  particular.  I  shall  therefore 
take  it  for  granted,  that  ^Aa^  article  in  the 
constitution  which  empowers  Congress 
"to  legislate  in  all  cases  whatsoever"  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  means  precisely 
what  it  says.  If  then  slavery  at  the 
South,  indirectly,  though  powerfully,  af- 
fects us,  and  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  territories  is  dependent 
upon  the  free  states  for  its  existence,  it 
is  most  certainly  necessary,  that  this 
subject  should  be  considered  by  us,  and 
correct  principles  adopted. 
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Anti-Slavery  societies  are  pursuing  a 
similar  course  in  relation  to  slavery  that 
temperance  societies  have  ever  pursued 
in  relation  to  Intemperance.  Temper- 
ance societies  would  not  have  been  in- 
strumental in  doing  so  much  good,  had 
they  confined  the  circulation  of  their 
principles  exclusively  to  drunkards. 
They  knew  that  without  they  procured 
the  support  of  temperate,  sober  men — 
men  of  principle,  who  were  not  addicted 
to  this  beasdy  vice,  they  might  lecture 
for  ever  with  but  little  avail.  Such  is 
the  course  now  being  taken  by  Anti-Sla- 
very societies.  The  influence  which 
their  principles  e.xert  upon  Slavery,  is 
coniparatively  nothing  to  that  success, 
which  the  co-operation  of  the  mass  of 
the  community  would  secure.  So  long 
as  our  principles  are  opposed  even  in  the 
north,  by  religious,  moral  men,  we  can- 
not hope  for  much  good  from  a  slave- 
holding  population.  Ihit,  if  ever  the  sen- 
timents held  by  Anti-Slavery  societies 
become, — as  the  sentiments  held  by 
Temperance  societies  have  already  be- 
come— the  principles  of  those  who  are 
free  of  this  sin,  the  progress  of  moral 
light  will  not  be  retarded  by  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line. 

If  we  consider  the  influence  that  sla- 
very exerts  upon  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  any  country,  we  shall  find  that  to  say 
the  least  it  is  a  great  disadvantage.  If  we 
contrast  the  present  condition  of  the  free, 
with  that  of  the  slaveholding  states;  we 
shall  find  abundant  evidence  that  it  is  a 
cure  even  to  the  masters  themselves. 
And  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  turning 
the  human  mind,  and  energies  and  pas- 
sions into  a  desert,  that  with  retributive 
justice,  it  is  blasting  the  fields  of  him, 
who  is  the  author  of  this  moral  barren- 
ness, 'i'he  most  obvious  proof  of  this 
can  be  found  by  taking  a  short  view  of 
the  states  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  Oc- 
cupying equal  portions  of  Land  and 
equally  blessed  with  those  sources  of 
wealth  that  advance  a  young  country, 
from  one  having  made  itself  an  asylum 
for  this  odious  system,  it  has  fallen  far 
behind  the  other  in  the  road  to  greatness; 
we  can  form  some  estimate  of  this  by 
comparing  the  population  of  these  two 
slates  at  different  periods.  By  the  cen- 
sus  of    17U0,  the   population   of   Ken- 


tucky numbered  about  70,000  ;  of  Ohio, 
3,000.  In  1830,  the  first  had  increas- 
ed to  near  700,000 ;  while  Ohio  then 
numbered  near  a  million.  'I'lie  benefi- 
cial results  of  an  increase  of  population 
can  be  easily  perceived.  Land  in  Ohio 
is  worth  much  n)ore  than  the  same  quali- 
ty in  Kentucky.  And  this  cause  of  pros- 
perity is  still  in  operation.  Between  the 
years  1820  and  1830,  the  increase  of 
population  in  Ohio  was  350,000;  in  Ken- 
tucky during  ihe  same  time  oidy  125,000. 
The  cause  of  this  is  soon  explained.  It 
is  well  known  that  beside  the  natural 
increase  of  population  in  the  western 
states,  great  numbers  of  emitrrants  mostly 
from  the  eastern  states  with  foreigners 
from  Europe,  settle  in  the  west,  and  give 
a  fresh  impulse  to  already  active  en- 
terprize.  Now,  tlie  new  slaveholding 
states  cannot  count  upon  aid  from  this 
source.  Very  few  enterprising  men 
will  settle  in  a  slave  state.  That  this  is 
true  with  respect  to  foreigners  is  proven 
by  the  different  numbers  of  aliens  in  the 
I  wo  states  before  alluded  to.  By  the 
last  census  it  appears  that  Ohio  had 
within  her  borders  5,500  aliens,  while 
Kentucky  had  only  173.  And  while 
Ohio,  the  young  Queen  of  the  West,  in 
all  the  freshness  of  youth  and  of  beauty 
is  triumphing  over  natural  obstacles,  Ken- 
tucky comparatively  creeps  lingering  on 
as  if  stricken  with  the  palsy  of  age.  Then 
remove  slavery  and  Kentucky  might  rival 
her  sister  state  in  prosperity.  Why  the 
difference  even  in  the  value  of  land,  as 
the  slaveholders  are  commonly  large  land- 
holders, would  nearly  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  the  slave.  It  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  a  farther  comparison 
— to  compare  the  largest  state  in  the 
Union,  Virginia,  with  Pennsylvania  or 
New  York.  It  might  hurt  the  sensitive 
feelings  of  the  "C'hivalry  of  the  south," 
were  we  too  often  to  lift  the  veil,  and 
point  you  to  South  Carolina,  which  like 
a  dissolute  youth  is  already  the  victim 
of  a  premature  old  age.  The  enterpris- 
ing, honest  poor  of  tho  white  population, 
flying  from  her  as  they  are  from  most 
of  the  old  slave  states,  and  leaving  many 
of  that  desirable  class  who  would  starve, 
sooner  than  work,  and  steal  much  rather 
than  starve.  To  show  that  this  is  not 
an  exaggerated    account    I  will    quote    a 
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short  extract  from  a  late  speech  of  Sena- 
tor Preston.  He  said,  "That  no  south- 
ern man  can  travel  (as  he  had  lately  done,) 
through  the  northern  states,  and  witness 
the  prosperity,  the  industry,  the  public 
spirit  which  they  exhibit — the  sedulous 
cultivation  of  all  those  arts  by  which 
life  is  rendered  comfortable  and  respecta- 
ble— without  feelings  of  deep  sadness 
and  shame,  as  he  remembers  his  own  ne- 
glected and  desolate  home.  How  differ- 
ent the  condition  of  these  things  in  the 
south.  No  improvement  is  seen  going 
on — nothing  is  done  for  posterity — no 
man  thinks  of  anything  beyond  the  pre- 
sent moment." 

The  primary  grouad  which  we  take, 
and  the  basis  of  our  principles,  which  is 
of  such  importance  that  if  abandoned  our 
opposition  to  slavery  could  only  be  found- 
ed upon  pecuniary  interest,  is — that  no 
man  can  rightfully  hold  property  in  man; 
that  Human  flesh  and  blood  can  never 
be  justly  considered,  "chattels  personal 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever." 
There  is  one  species  of  slavery  (if  it  can 
be  so  termed,)  which  doubtless  is  in 
true  conformity  with  morality, — that  is, 
where  criminals  are  confined  for  a  term 
of  years  for  offences  against  the  peace 
and  order  of  society.  Without  this  power 
be  placed  in  the  law,  and  government  of 
a  country,  government  nor  law  could  not 
exist.  But  this  confinement,  bears  little 
resemblance  to  that  odious  system  which 
we  are  discussing.  It  is  not  even  claim- 
ed that  the  blacks  in  the  south  have  com- 
mitted any  offences  against  the  peace  of 
society  which  deserve  so  hard  a  fate; 
for  in  fact  their  slavery  is  tenfold  worse 
than  that  of  the  criminal.  He  knows 
that  though  he  should  die  within  the 
walls  of  his  prison,  that  his  children  do 
not  inherit  with  their  fathers'  name,  their 
fathers'  crimes  and  punishment:  but  the 
slavery  of  the  black  man  descends  upon 
his  posterity  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion; as  everlasting  in  its  nature,  as  it  is 
mighty  in  its  evil. 

Moral  and  legal  right,  are  by  some 
supposed  to  be  synonymous  terms,  but 
the  difference  between  them  is  oftimes 
as  great  as  the  difference  between  truth 
and  falsehood.  Legal  right  is  the  pro- 
duction of  erring  man,  and  as  such  is 
fallible:  but  moral  right  is  the  law  of  his 


Creator  and  as  such  is  infallible  and  om- 
nipotent. We  admit  then  that  the  south- 
ern slaveholder  has  a  full  legal  right  to 
buy,  or  sell,  or  hold  slaves,  and  that  non- 
slaveholders  have  no  right  to  interfere  in 
a  political  maner:  but  we  do  contend, 
that  they  have  no  moral  right  to  hold 
their  fellow  men  in  bondage,  and  it 
therefore  becomes  our  high  privilege  and 
duty,  to  use  all  moral  means  to  remove 
this  foul  stain  upon  our  political  and  moral 
character.  This  then  is  the  ground  up- 
on which  we  are  willing  to  rest  our  right 
to  agitate  this  subject  and  it  must  be  self 
evident  to  every  candid  mind  that  we  are 
bound  by  the  laws  of  moral  duty,  to  en- 
force the  great  truths  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty. 

Now  if  the  ground  which  I  have  taken 
be  admitted,  that  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  southern  states — -which  had  its  origin 
in  man-stealing, — is  a  sin,  and  as  it  is 
the  general  belief,  I  shall  not  enter  into 
a  long  argument  to  prove  it — then  it  ne- 
cessarily follows,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  holders  of  this  legal  species  of  pro- 
perty to  liberate  their  slaves  as  soon  as  it 
may  comport  with  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community.  We  have  now  arrived  at 
that  point  in  the  argument  where  the  op- 
ponents of  slavery  begin  to  differ.  They 
travel  on  very  well  together  till  they  ar- 
rive here;  but  then,  taking  different  roads, 
opposition  becomes  the  order  of  the  day. 
One  party  after  acknowledging  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  slaveholders  to  liberate  their 
slaves  as  soon  as  consistent  with  the  pub- 
lic good,  declare  it^  as  their  firm  be- 
lief, that  the  abolition  of  slavery  should 
never  take  place  if  the  blacks  are  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  country  afterwards. 
They  say,  that  they  would  as  soon  let 
loose  a  wild  beast  amidst  the  habita- 
tions of  men,  without  transferring  him 
to  his  native  wilds,  as  emancipate  the 
slaves  without  colonizing  them  in  the 
land  from  which  their  ancestors  were 
stolen. 

The  other  party,  doubtless,  poor,  sim- 
ple souls,  presume  to  think  that  the  com- 
parison of  slaves  to  wild  beasts  is  rather 
far  fetched,  and  cannot  comprehend  the 
learned  logic  of  their  adversaries  in  sta- 
ting, that  the  slave  is  so  much  attached 
to   his   master   when   deprived   of  that 
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Liberty,  "  which  gives  ilie  liower  of 
fleeting  life  its  lustre  and  perfume;"  and 
yet  that  when  his  master  should  confer 
that  precious  boon  upon  iiiin,  that  the 
obedient  slave  in  the  former  case,  should 
at  once  become  the  semblance  of  the 
wild  and  ferocious  tiger.  I  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  this  assembly  while  I  ad- 
mit that  this  society  rather  incline  to  this 
latter  belief:  and  in  trulli  hold  it  as  the 
fundamental  principle  of  our  existence. 
We  do  most  sincerely  believe  that  the  im- 
mediate and  unconditional  emancipation 
of  every  sla  e  in  the  United  Stales,  so  far 
from  being  attended  with  any  bad  conse- 
quences would  not  only  be  the  most  in 
conformity  with  morality,  but  the  best 
mode  of  eradicating  slavery  and  its  kin- 
dred vices  from  our  otherwise  happy 
land.  We  can  see  nothing  of  that  hide- 
ous spirit  in  the  heart  of  man,  that 
he  had  borne  even  oppression  with- 
out murmuring,  upon  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  just  rights  he  should  glory 
in  the  deeds  of  a  demon.  I  am  thankful 
that  I  have  a  higher  opinion  of  human 
nature.  That  whatever  the  faults  of  in- 
dividuals may  be,  I  cannot  believe  that 
there  is  now  or  ever  has  been,  that 
people  who  could  thus  coolly  plunge  the 
dagger  in  the  heart,  and  wave  the  fire- 
brand in  the  dwelling  of  their  friend  and 
benefactor.  He  who  takes  such  dark 
views  of  even  frail  humanity,  without 
having  the  least  authority  from  history 
to  substantiate  them,  deserves  that  his 
own  motives  and  actions  should  be  sus- 
pected. He  lays  himself  open  to  the 
just  imputation,  that  he  has  looked  into 
his  own  bosom,  and  seen  falsehood  with 
perfidy  plotting,  and  judges  all  others  by 
the  same  low  standard.  Is  there  an  in- 
dividual in  this  room,  who  can  imagine 
himself  placed  in  the  condition  of  a  slave, 
who  would  not  feel  the  warm  blood  rush 
to  his  forehead,  at  tiiis  gross  imputation 
upon  a  whole  people?  Mankind  are 
alike  in  feeling;  the  same  passions  e.\ist 
in  the  breast  of  the  negro,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  as  they  do  in  the  breast  of 
every  race  which  treads  this  habitable 
globe.  What  proof  can  any  one  bring 
that  they  are  a  cursed  people,  destined 
by  a  just  providence  to  be  the  victims 
and  abode  of  every  unworthy  motive? — 
without  any  noble  traits   of   character  to 


recommend  them  ? — totally  devoid  of 
those  moral  principles  which  make  the 
harmony  of  life  ?  1  will  appeal  even  to 
their  oppressors,  and  they  will  attest  the 
many  cases  of  faithfulness,  of  honesty, 
of  humanity,  aye,  of  gratitude,  which 
prove  them  ruled  by  the  same  passions 
as  ourselves. 

1  will  now  take  the  whole  range  of 
history,  even  before  the  light  of  glorious 
Revelation  had  encroached  upon  the 
darkness  of  the  pagan  world,  and  I  defy 
any  one  who  holds  this  doctrine  of  the 
murderous  eiFects  of  Immediate  Emanci- 
j)ation,  to  prove,  that  judging  the  future 
by  the  past,  they  have  any  sufficient  tes- 
timony to  the  soundness  of  their  belief. 
History  brings  not  even  the  shadow  of  a 
shade  to  support  them  ;  but  strong  in 
presumption,  and  self  conceit,  they  cling 
to  a  theory  devoid  of  reason,  and  judge 
of  the  bad  conduct  of  an  emancipated 
people  in  the  future,  in  direct  opposition 
to  all  the  testimony  of  the  past.  I  trust, 
then,  that  the  fallacy  of  this  belief  has 
l)een  shown  in  some  degree,  at  least,  in 
theory.  But  we  do  not  ask  your  sup- 
port to  the  principles  of  Immediate 
Emancipation,  even  upon  the  plainest 
theoretical  proof;  we  wish  your  convic- 
tion upon  no  other  ground  than  the  testi- 
mony of  that  which  has  now  become 
history.  And  if  the  past,  if  Experience 
stamps  theory  with  the  signet  of  Truth, 
he  must  indeed  be  so  closely  wedded  as 
to  be  part  and  parcel  of  Falsehood,  who 
would  support  her  in  defiance  of  reason 
and  conviction. 

When  Great  Britain  abolished  slavery 
in  her  West  India  islands,  there  were 
two  plans  offered  for  the  acceptance  of 
her  colonies.  One  was,  what  is  com- 
monly denominated  the  apprenticeship 
system  ;  by  which  the  liberated  slaves 
were  bound  to  serve  their  masters  with- 
out compensation  for  a  term  of  six  years. 
The  other  was  the  system  of  Immediate 
Emancipation,  by  which  the  slaves  were 
to  be  immediately  released  from  all  su- 
perintendence of  the  master,  but  subject, 
as  him,  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  The 
first  mentioned  system  which  partakes  in 
some  degree  of  the  principles  of  gradual 
emancipation,  found  favor  with  the  prin- 
cipal islands.  As  regards  its  operations, 
I  would  observe,  that  though    not   what 
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we  would  have    wished,   it   yet    suffi- 
ciently and  plainly    proves,   that  either 
gradual,  or  any  other  mode  of  abolition, 
is    far,  very    far,  preferable  to  Slavery. 
But  the  legislatures    of  the    Islands    of 
Antigua  and  Bermuda,  being  swayed  by 
wiser    or    more    disinterested    counsels, 
adopted  the  latter  system,  that  of  Imme- 
diate  Emancipation.      But  in   order   to 
show  fully  the   danger,  as  some  would 
term  it,  of  this  rash  proceeding,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  understand  the  true  con- 
dition of  these  islands.     The  proportion 
that  the  blacks  bear  to  the  whites  in  the 
island  of  Antigua  is  fifteen  to  one.    Now, 
applying  the  theory  of  our  colonization 
friends,  it  should  have  been  the  first  bus- 
iness of  the  liberated  slaves  to  fall  imme- 
diately to  work,  and  murder  all  the  white 
inhabitants.     I  know  that  some  will  say 
that  this  does  not  follow  as  a  matter   of 
course ;    that   there  is  no  general  rule 
without  an  exception,  and  that  perhaps 
the  reason   that   the   blacks   behaved   so 
well,  and  did  not  do  all  these  cruel  things, 
was,  that  they  were  satisfied  with  having 
the  power  to  destroy,  and  therefore  did 
not  exercise  it.     I  see  only  one   reason 
why  such  an  excuse  should  not  be  offer- 
ed.    It  is  certainly  quite   as  reasonable 
as  most  of  their  other  arguments.     The 
reason  why  such  an  excuse  could  not  be 
offered  is,  that  in  the  island  of  Bermuda 
the  numbers  of  the  two  classes  are  near- 
ly equal.     And  we  find,  by  examining 
the  accounts  from  this  island  as  well  as 
from  Antigua,  that  there  has  not  been  a 
single  instance  of  rioting  or  other  disor- 
derly conduct.     Thirty  thousand  slaves 
laid  down  in  their  rude  beds  on  the  night 
of  the  last  day  of  July,  1834;  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  next  day,  rose  up  in   all 
the  newness  of  life.     What  did  they  do? 
How  did  they  employ  that  first  day  that 
they  could  call   their  own  ? — when  the 
chains  of  servitude  were  struck  from  the 
limbs  of  active  manhood,  and  bowed  and 
hoary  headed  age  walked  erect  in  pride? 
They  assembled  in  their  churches,  and 
poured  forth  the  solemn  peals  of  thanks- 
giving to  him  who  had  thus  touched  the 
hearts  of  their  masters  with  the  spirit  of 
the  "meek  and  lowly  Jesus."      I   can 
imagine    nothing   which  partakes   more 
than  this  of  the  true  grandeur  of  the  Mo- 
ral Sublime.     Oh!  what  a  glorious  spec- 
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tacle  !     Not  assembling  with   the   wine 
cup  at  the  festive  board,  as  the  manners 
of  too   many   of  their    white   brethren 
would  have  taught  them  ;  but  spontane- 
ously uniting,  in  offering  up  and  ascrib- 
ing thanks   to  him,  the  great  Author  of 
every  good  and  every  perfect  gift.     And 
is  this  the  people  of  whom  it  was  fore- 
told, that  the  last  day   of  their  slavery 
would  be  the  first  of  a  long  era  of  licen- 
tiousness ? — that    their    freedom's  birth- 
day would  be  celebrated   with  the   vio- 
lence   of  the  destroyer? — that   misery, 
and    massacre,    and    Bloodshed,    would 
reign    triumphant    throughout  that  long 
morn ;  and  the  light  of  burning  habita- 
tions illuminate  the  dark   deeds   of  that 
fatal  night  ? — who  could   not   enjoy   Li- 
berty— who   could   not   feel   gratitude — 
who  were  ignoble  both  in  thought,  in 
word,  and  in  action  ?      Ah  !  well   have 
they  answered  the  calumny;  they   have 
hurled  back  falsehood,   and    rebuked    it 
with  the  spirit  of  Truth,      The)'-  now 
point  to  their  conduct  as  ample  evidence 
of  their  claim  to  be  considered  members 
of  the  great  family  of  civilized  and  en- 
lightened man.     It  is  an  establish-sd  axi- 
om, that  "like  causes  produce   like   ef- 
fects."    If  then  the  immediate  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  has   produced   such 
beneficial   results  in  these   two   islands, 
and  in  every  place   where  it  has  been 
tried;    if,  by   this    means,    slavery   has 
been   abolished    with    all   safety    to  the 
master  and  to  the  community  at  large  ? 
what  sense  is  there  in  the  cry   of  those 
who,  too  bigoted  to  yield  to  that  which 
they  cannot  answer,   respond   to   every 
appeal,  '■'■incendiary  and  traitor:''^  as  if 
men  were  to  be  convinced  that  they  were 
doing    wrong   by    branding   them    with 
every  ignominious  epithet.     I  say  again, 
are  abolitionists  incendiaries,  for  calling 
and  urging  upon  their  own  countrymen 
to  adopt  this  means,  which  is  wise  in  theo- 
ry and  which  experience  so  fully  confirms? 
When  we  consider  the  evidence  adduced 
in  its   support,  I   cannot  conceive    how 
there  can  remain  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any  one  who  sincerely  desires  the  wel- 
fare  of  this  republic,    but  that  it  is   the 
best  mode  to  free  our  land  from  the  rava- 
ges of  that  monster  vice  which   is   now 
preying  upon  the  vitals  of  Morality,  Vir- 
tue,   and    Religion.       What    would    be 
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thought  of  him,  who,  when  the  pestilence 
was  hugging  the  laud  in  its  cold  embrace, 
should  pray  that  it  migiit  be  gradually 
removed  ;  as  if  its  presence  was  a  bless- 
ing instead  of  a  curse  ?  And  wliat  would 
you  think  of  him  who  should  wish  for 
the  gradual  suppression  of  any  other,  or 
all  sins,  from  ilie  fear  that  mischief  might 
ensue  if  men  became  too  suddenly  per- 
fect ?  You  would  have  the  same  i)ity 
for  him,  if  he  was  really  conscientious  in 
ihe  wish,  and  the  same  feelings  of  con- 
tempt, if  he  wished  it  from  cruelty  or 
misanihropic  hate,  as  we  have  of  re- 
spect towards  the  deluded  believers  in 
Colonization,  who  think  it  a  remedy  for 
slavery,  and  of  contempt  for  those,  who, 
supporters  of  this  "patriarchal  system," 
advocate  it  as  the  safety-valre  of  the 
South,  through  which  the  honest  Anti- 
Slavery  feeling  of  the  country  may  lind 
a  vent,  without  blowing  their  beloved 
system  to  pieces. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  I 
have  not  alluded  to  any  detailed  accounts 
of  individual  sullering,  resulting  from  the 
cruelty  of  hard-hearted  masters.     This 
might  possibly  be  remedied.     But  1  op- 
pose the  system,  as  a  system.     I  can  see 
some  little  justice  in   the  arguments   of 
those  who  contend  that  we  should  not  al- 
low these  particular  cases  to    iniluence 
us  in  the  least.     But   I    will   comment 
upon    those   crimes    against  humanity, 
which    are    its    natural,   and    inevitable 
fruits :  in  short,  which  are  legalized    by 
Law.     We  have  not  only   a   right,   but 
we   are  bound   in  opposing   Slavery,  to 
hold  up  to    public   view    the    means   by 
which  it  is  supported,  and  without  which 
it  could  not  exist.     For    he    who   says 
that  slavery  could  be  sustained    without 
these  cruel  Laws,  goes  at   once   further 
than  we  do,  and  charges  them  witli  tciutc- 
cessary  cruelty.     We  will  protest,  then, 
against  the  barbarity  of  that  law,  which 
keeps   millions,  generation  after  genera- 
lion,  in  the  grossest   ignorance  ;   which 
violates   the    marriage   contract;    which 
allows  the  division  of  families ;    which 
separates    father    from    mother,    parent 
from  child,  brother  from  sister;    which 
places  man  hardly  above  the  brute  crea- 
tion in  intellect,  and  shut.s  out  from   his 
bosom    those    glorious    aspirations    alter 
the  future,  which  can  soften  the  woes  of 


the  present.  Who  has  not  felt  moments 
when  it  seemed  as  if  darkness  had  taken 
possession  of  his  soul,  that  Hope,  that 
beacon  light,  had  swept  away  the  clouds 
as  with  the  bright  beams  of  a  morning 
Sun  '. 

Education  and  Liberty  may  bring 
many  sorrows ;  they  may  open  new 
sources  of  vexation  and  care  ;  you  may 
not  lie  down  after  your  daily  toil  with 
the  knowledge  that  as  the  master  takes 
care  of  his  cattle,  he  will  also  provide 
you  wiih  food,  with  shelter,  and  with 
clothing  :  but  he  indeed  deserves  that  the 
dull,  cold  clank  of  the  chain  should 
sound  unceasingly  in  his  ear,  who  after 
living  the  life  of  education  and  Freedom 
could  lie  down  in  the  dull  death  of  Slave- 
ry and  ignorance.  Divest  Slavery  of  all 
unnecessary  cruelty  ;  strip  it  of  every 
other  odious  feature  but  that  ignorance 
upon  which  it  is  based ;  yet  in  the  elo- 
quent language  of  a  late  writer — "  It 
is  a  bitter,  bitter  cup,  from  which  the 
understanding  and  the  heart  of  every 
man,  in  whom  nature  works  unsophisti- 
cated and  unbiassed — recoils  with  unut- 
terable aversion  and  abhorrence." 

But  though  1  speak  thus  :  far  be  it 
from  me,  and  I  hope  from  any  abolition- 
ist, to  denounce  them  on  this  account  as 
universal  sinners.  I  do  most  decidedly 
condemn  any  approach  to  that  spirit, 
which  would  rail  out  against  them  as  if 
they  had  committed  the  unpardonable  of- 
fence. 1  cannot  but  believe,  that  there 
are  as  many  good,  and  just,  and  virtuous 
men  in  other  respects,  amongst  them,  as 
there  are  amongst  us.  I  believe  that 
there  are  many,  aye  a  great  majority,  who 
wish  slavery  abolished  :  and  that  it  is 
from  want  of  knowledge  and  not  from 
inclination,  that  it  has  not  been  abolished 
before  this.  It  is  right  that  vice  should 
be  opposed  ;  but  here  comes  an  import- 
ant distinction.  You  are  doing  your 
duty  in  opposing  Immorality;  but  you 
are  assuming  an  oftice  which  no  purity 
of  life  can  warrant,  in  judging  those 
who  are  guilty  of  this  Immorality.  To 
condemn  that,  which  you  sincerely  be- 
lieve to  be  wrong,  is  your  duty:  but  to 
sit  in  judgment  upon  your  brother  is  an 
oflence  against  the  majesty  of  Heaven. 

I  think  that  there  are  many  sins 
amongst  us  nearly  equal  in  enormity  to 
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slaveholding.  If  then  any  one  should 
ask  why  we  meddle  with  slavery  if  this 
is  the  case :  why  we  concern  ourselves 
about  the  sins  of  our  neighbors  when 
there  are  any  lying  at  our  own  doors  1 — 
Here  is  our  answer.  In  the  first  place — 
We  are  concerned  in  it  as  a  people  if  not 
as  individuals;  and  the  discussion  ofi 
Slavery  at  one  place  where  ive  have  con- 
trol over  its  existence,  naturally  leads  to 
the  discussion  of  Slavery  in  the  South, 
which  as  I  have  already  shown,  also  af- 
fects us.  Again  :  Though  there  may 
be  other  sins  even  equal  to  slaveholding, 
there  are  very  few,  if  any,  which  lead  to 
such  bad  consequences.  We  oppose 
other  sins  principally  for  their  effects 
upon  the  happiness  of  the  individuals 
who  commit  them  ;  but  when  we  cen- 
sure this,  we  censure  it  not  only  for  the 
sake  of  the  master,  but  for  its  results 
upon  millions  who  are  not  responsible 
for  his  guilt.  For  instance,  though  the 
first  slaveholders  in  this  country  are  no 
more  to  be  blamed  than  those  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  yet,  the  consequence  of  their 
crime  has  been  the  entailment  of  this  sin 
upon  every  succeeding  generation.  If  at 
the  first  settlement  of  Virginia  half  of  the 
colonists  had  conspired  and  murdered 
the  other  half;  though  every  one  would 
consider  that  a  sin  of  much  deeper  dye, 
than  the  enslaving  of  their  fellow  men, 
yet  at  the  present  day  we  might  not  feel 
the  effects  of  such  an  act  in  the  least. 
We  also  oppose  it  for  the  sake  of  the 
slave.  If  we  see  a  man  without  family, 
who  had  been  deprived  by  death  of  those 
relatives  which  would  naturally  be  inte- 
rested in  him — becoming  intemperate  ; 
we  might  remonstrate  with  him  and  then, 
if  he  would  not  reform,  we  would  most 
likely  leave  him  to  do  as  he  chose.  But 
if  we  see  an  individual,  surrounded  by  a 
large  family  enjoying  the  happiness  of 
the  domestic  fireside  ;  if  we  know  that 
his  family  are  dependent  upon  him  for 
education,  and  an  aged  parent  leaning 
upon  him  for  support:  if  we  find  him 
day  after  day  verging  towards  that  condi- 
tion which  will  mar  the  happiness  of  so 
many;  which  will  plunge  his  children  in 
misery  and  want,  and  leave  that  aged 
mother  to  experience  the  cold  charity  of 
an  unthinking  world:  if  more  than  this, 
we  know  that  by  his  act,  tlie  same  cause 


of  sorrow  will  be  fastened  upon  his  pos- 
terity, rivetting  tlius  to  their  very  exist- 
ence, bitterness  and  crime  : — under  such 
circumstances  who  could  believe  his  duty 
done,  in  once  coldly  expostulating  with 
him  ?  Would  you  not,  every  time  that 
you  looked  upon  his  family,  feel  fresh 
impulse,  that  he  might  be  reclaimed  from 
the  error  of  his  ways  ;  and  that  not  only 
for  his  own  sake,  but  for  the  sake  of  those 
so  entirely  dependent  upon  him.  Yet 
he  would  be  no  more  of  a  drunkard,  than 
the  first  instance  which  I  have  supposed. 
This  then  is  the  case  with  us,  in  our  op- 
position to  slavery.  Though  we  might 
be  tempted  when  met  with  rebuff  and 
abuse,  to  cease  urging  where  we  experi- 
enced in  return  only  bitter,  biting  scorn  : 
yet  when  we  look  upon  the  millions  of 
those  who  are  the  victims  of  this  de- 
grading bondage,  and  foresee  that  dread 
inheritance  of  sin  to  millions  yet  unborn, 
we  experience  the  same  feelings  with 
him,  who  looking  upon  the  children  and 
wife  of  the  Drunkard,  feels  new  energy 
in  remonstrance,  even  for  the  sake  of 
these; — that  he  may  plead  for  them  which 
are  dumb. 

It  may  be  proper  upon  this  occasion 
to  state  a  few  of  the  reasons  which 
prompted  us  to  the  formation  of  a  "Juni- 
or Anti-Slavery  Society."  I  know  that 
there  are  some  who  will  object  that  as 
we  have  not  arrived  at  the  legal  age  of 
manhood,  we  have  no  right  to  form  such 
a  society.  If  the  objector  be  one  of  those 
who  encourage  "Youth's  Bible  and  Tract 
Societies,"  I  answer  that  our  object  is  at 
least  equally  important.  If  their  pur- 
pose be  to  supply  the  poor  with  the 
scriptures,  our  object  in  part  is,  to  make 
those  read  who  have  the  book  already 
open  before  them.  For  it  looks  rather 
inconsistent,  to  circulate  the  Bible  among 
the  poor  and  the  Heathen,  while  we  live 
in  the  open  violation  of  its  purest  maxims 
and  precepts.  The  law  prescribes  the 
age  of  twenty-one  as  the  beginning  of 
manhood.  But  the  age  of  moral  duty 
commences  with  the  attainment  of  rea- 
son. How  foolish  would  appear  the  as- 
sertion that  as  a  man  could  not  serve  as 
senator  until  the  age  of  Thirty,  that  all 
under  that  age  should  not  express  any 
opinion  upon  their  conduct.  As  the  law, 
while   it  allows  no  man  under  a  certain 
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age  to  be  President,  docs  not  prohibit 
younger  men  Iron)  censuring  their  opi- 
nions and  practice  :  neither  is  there  any 
law  denying  to  those  under  the  age  of  21 
the  privilege  of  expressing ///r/r  opinions, 
and  striving  to  inlluciu'e  the  judgment  of 
their  seniors.  Therefore  if  this  was  en- 
tirely and  exclusively  a  polilical  evil,  we 
would  have  a  right  to  form  societies,  to 
publish  and  express  our  opinions  upon 
the  subject :  how  mucii  more  then  is  it 
our  duty,  to  do  all  we  can  for  the  cure  of 
a  moral  evil.  Moral,  and  even  legal  re- 
sponsibility to  a  certain  degree,  exists, 
as  soon  as  the  individual  attains  the 
knowledge  of  right  and  wrong.  It  is  no 
reason  (or  being  uncharitable,  that  we 
have  not  arrived  at  Maiiliood.  I  never 
saw  that  passage  in  the  scriptures,  which 
says;  "All  those  over  21  must  feed  the 
hungry,  and  clothe  the  naked,  and  do 
unto  others  as  they  would  that  others 
should  do  unto  them ;  but  as  for  the 
youngsters,  it's  no  matter  what  they  do." 
When  we  are  told  to  feed  the  hungry,  is 
it  not  intended  that  we  should  exercise 
some  judgment  in  the  giving  of  Alms? 
Every  command  supposes  the  exercise 
of  a  reasoning  power  in  the  person  to 
whom  it  is  addressed.  Let  it  not  be 
said,  that  our  exertions  will  do  no  good; 
such  a  doctrine  has  been  exploded  since 
the  time  that  the  widow's  mite  was  de- 
clared worth  all  the  rest  of  the  offering. 
Then,  if  we  know  that  many  in  this  land 
are  sutFering  under  a  cruel  yoke,  and  feel 
an  inclination  to  give  even  our  mite  in 
his  behalf,  who  is  there  that  can  take  it 
upon  himself  to  condemn  us  for  the  act  ? 
Then  the  question  becomes — Have  we 
sufficient  intelligence  to  judge  upon  any 
moral  subject  ?  If  we  have  not;  there 
cannot  any  bad  consequences  ensue. 
Mischief  may  arise  from  a  perversion  of 
judgment;  but  never  from  a  total  want  of 
it.  If  we  are  incapable  of  a  due  conside- 
ration of  this  subject,  what  harm  can  re- 
sult from  infants  prattling  foolishness  to- 
gether: and  even  if  they  should  take  the 
pennies  that  would  be  otherwise  spent  in 
horse-cake  and  candy,  and  put  them  into 
the  treasury  of  the  vilest  society  in  exist- 
ence, itwould  be  no  sin.  for  where  there  is 
no  law  there  can  be  no  transgression:  and 
if  we  are  capable,  as  some  of  our  kind 
friends  tell  us,  then  as  we  have  the  law 


we  are  bound  to  obey  its  dictates.  For, 
if  any  one  believe  any  act  to  be  wrono^, 
and  yet  proclaim  not  his  disapprobation, 
but  thereby  encourage  its  committers  in 
the  deed,  he  is  as  guilty,  if  not  more 
guilty  than  they. 

To  you,  then,  my  young  companions, 
who  thus  early  have  united  to  do  your 
little  in  this  cause,  and  bear  evidence,  that 
in  manliood  you  will  not  shun  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  your  principles — be 
encouraged.  When  you  shall  falter  in  your 
course,  think  of  him,  who  but  lately  the 
life  and  soul  of  the  good  work,  has  gone 
down  to  his  rest,  and  the  tears  of  a  peo- 
ple have  watered  the  flowers  wliich 
grow  on  his  grave.  Think  of  him,  who 
was  always  ready,  at  all  times  and  sea- 
sons, to  su(;cor  the  oppressed.  His  was 
not  the  enthusiasm  of  a  moment,  fading 
away  like  the  smile  on  the  cheek  of 
sorrow ;  it  was  the  enthusiasm  of  a 
life. 

"  Gone  to  thy  heavenly  Father's  rest. 
The  Howers  of  Eden  round  thee  blowing  ; 
And  on  thy  ears  the  murmurs  blest 
Of  Shiloah's  waters  gently  flowing. 
Beneath  that  spreading  tree  which  gives 
To  all  the  earth  its  healing  leaves, 
lu  the  white  robe  of  Angels  clad — 
And  wandering  by  that  sacred  river, 
Whose  streams  of  holiness  make  glad 
The  city  of  our  God  forever." 

Let  such  be  our  example,  and  we  must 
triumph.  The  course  is  onward.  The 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  our  principles  is 
abroad  in  the  land.  It  is  not  in  the 
whirlwind,  as  it  rushes  along  the  moun- 
tain side,  uprooting  the  strong  oak  of  an 
hundred  years ;  it  is  not  in  the  storm, 
as  it  strips  off  the  green  leaves  of  the 
summer,  and  pours  down  a  second  de- 
luge upon  the  parched  earth  ;  it  is  not  in 
the  thunder,  that  peals  its  witness  of 
these,  these  great  ellects  of  one  great 
Cause  ;  it  is  not  in  the  bright  flashes  of 
the  lightning,  which  pierce  the  dark  ex- 
panse of  heaven,  like  the  reflection  of  the 
sword  of  tlie  Cherubim,  which  turned 
in  every  direction  to  keep  the  way  of  the 
Tree  of  Life  :  but  it  is  in  "  the  still  small 
voice,"  which  convinces  the  understand- 
ing, which  touclies  the  heart  as  with  a 
"  live  coal  from  the  Altar." 
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